
           
 

Choice 20 – an exemplary list  
of YoD achievements 

 
This list highlights some of the most outstanding achievements, projects and 
initiatives the Year of the Dolphin 2007 has catalysed. It is by no means a complete 
list of all action during the YoD 2007, but represents a choice from different areas.   
 
Launch of the Year of the Dolphin Campaign with 
Prince Albert of Monaco 
 “The Year of the Dolphin gives me the opportunity to 
renew my firm commitment towards protecting marine 
biodiversity. With this initiative we can make a difference 
to save these fascinating marine mammals from 
extinction”, said Prince Albert, the patron of the 2007 
campaign. The Year of the Dolphin was launched at a public event on Larvotto �s 
beach in Monaco on 17 September 2006. Together with professional divers and the 
Executive Secretary of the Monaco-based “Agreement on the Conservation of 
Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and contiguous Atlantic Area” 
(ACCOBAMS), Prince Albert submerged the statue of a dolphin in the Larvotto 
Reserve to mark the 10th Anniversary of the agreement and its achievements made 
during the last decade.  
 
Awareness campaign in Mumbai, India 
Young naturalist Kartik Shah from 
Mumbai demonstrated formidable 
grassroots activism for dolphin 
conservation when he went to 
schools in and around his hometown, 
giving lectures and encouraging kids 
to paint pictures and write stories 
about dolphins, many of which are 
featured on the YoD website. 
Altogether, he was able to reach 
more than 2000 kids and their 
teachers and, by extension, their 
families as well. WDCS, TUI and 
CMS provided information materials 
and small prizes. 
 
WATCH – The Western African Talks on Cetaceans and their Habitats 
During the Western African Talks on Cetaceans and Their Habitats (WATCH) held in 
Tenerife, Spain, a framework for a major agreement on small cetaceans was created. 
The agreement area stretches from Morocco to South Africa, and covers the waters 
rich in whales around the Macaronesia islands in the Eastern Atlantic. After the 
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conclusion of the agreement on cetaceans in the South Pacific in September 2006, this 
is another milestone in the conservation of dolphins and small whales across an 
extended range. Reducing bycatch and the impact of fisheries will be crucial 
components of the Action Plan forming part of the agreement. Eventually, 
conservation measures should lead to a recovery of populations of these marine 
mammals. WDCS and the travel group TUI, both founding partners of the Year of the 
Dolphin, provided scientific expertise and logistic support respectively, thus 
contributing to this success story. The next step is a follow up meeting in Bonn 2008 
to conclude the new agreement and its action plan. 
 
Marine Environment Day in Kenya 
The Kenya Wildlife Service celebrated 
Marine Environment Day on July 7th with 
more than 200 schoolchildren who 
performed dramas, recited poems, and sang 
songs in a message to the audience and the 
wider Kenyan public on the need to protect 
our seas from further degradation. 
Altogether, there were dozens of events 
throughout Kenya, most of them along the 
coast, focusing on the Year of the Dolphin 
and spreading knowledge throughout the 
local population. 
Kenya’s Wildlife Service released whale-watching guidelines, which were well 
received by coastal communities, who rely in part on whale watching for their 
sustenance. 
 
Dominican Republic stops import of wild-caught dolphins 
Following widespread protests from the YoD partners and various NGOs alike, the 
government of the Dominican Republic decided to ban the import of a group of 
dolphins that had been taken during a drive hunt. The practice of capturing dolphins 
from the wild for use in captive facilities constitutes a serious threat for dolphin 
populations, and persuading governments to stop this practice is of major importance. 
 
Lecture by Prof. Thomas White in Bonn 
Prof. White of Loyola Marymount University in California held 
a lecture at Bonn’s Academy for International Education in 
September 2007. He is a professor of Ethics and Business and 
focused on the question of dolphin “personhood”, i.e. whether 
dolphins should be granted a similar moral and legal status as 
humans based on their social capacities, their intelligence and 
other features.  
 
PIER2PIER initiative in Florida 
Jamie Aquino, a Journalism teacher at Plantation High School in Florida, has started a 
program, named PIER2PIER, whereby students raise awareness of perils wild 
dolphins are facing. The first step was the designing of a website, which features 
current information about wild dolphin issues in Florida and worldwide as well as a 
video of real wild dolphins swimming in the ocean.  
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Furthermore, they will create an online newsletter with contact information that will 
be delivered to all public high schools throughout Florida and selected businesses, 
organizations and private individuals who stand to benefit most from the information. 
The initiative is being actively supported by the WDCS. 
 
Dolphin Manual �
This publication is available in nine different languages, 
and appeals to children from all around the world, teaching 
them some basic things about dolphins and aiming at 
getting them interested and involved in dolphins and their 
conservation. 
More than 30000 copies were globally distributed in 2007, 
and TUI played a very active part in this. There was also a 
range of other publications, including a calendar, posters, 
leaflets and a monthly newsletter. 

 
Dolphin Diploma 
The Dolphin Diploma was designed by YoD partner WDCS 
with the goal of encouraging children and youths to become 
active for dolphins. After correctly answering a number of 
multiple-choice questions on dolphins and their situation, the 
participants are asked to take action. There is a wide range of 
possibilities to do so, from holding lectures or organizing 
cookie sales to drawing picture for the YoD website. As a 
reward the participants then receive a downloadable diploma. 
 
Pacific Islands Cetaceans 

The first meeting of the MoU-signatories to the Agreement on the Conservation of 
South Pacific Cetaceans and their Habitats was held in Samoa in March 2007. Spread 
over 40 million square kilometers, accounting for 10% of the world's oceans, Pacific 
Island Countries not only share common cultural heritage and traditions, but also key 
migratory animals. Pacific islands are home to turtles, whales, dugongs, dolphins and 
bird species traveling through Pacific waters and skies and connecting local 
communities. Over half the world's known species of cetaceans are found in the 
region. Success stories have been reported in the region, with sanctuaries for the 
protection of whales established in 9 countries, legislation and codes in place, whale 
and dolphin watching initiatives developed in Tonga, French Polynesia and Guam, as 
well as capacity building and outreach initiatives, including a reinforced partnership 
with CMS for the development of regional species agreements. There are also several 
cetacean diversity surveys being conducted in Vanuatu with the support of the 
WDCS.  
 
UNEP-supported documentary “Dolphins & Whales 3D” 
A spectacular documentary "DOLPHINS & WHALES 3D: Tribes of the Ocean" will 
signal the extension of Year of the Dolphin into 2008. It will make its debut on IMAX 
3D screens in the US in February 2008 before expanding into Europe. It will be 
released in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 
It will highlight the need to protect these endangered marine mammal species. It was 
produced in cooperation with legendary scientist Jean-Michel Cousteau and is 
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narrated by the famous actress Daryl Hannah. CMS will support the European release 
on March 10th in Berlin, Germany. 
 
Philippines Initiative 
The marine and wildlife 
conservation enthusiasts of Panabo 
Faith Mission Academy in the 
Philippines have had a number of 
events and activities for the Year of 
the Dolphin over the course of the 
year. They also gave lectures to 
schoolchildren and university 
students on the role and diversity of 
dolphins and whales in the waters 
surrounding the Philippines. 
 
Official YoD Video, downloadable 
on I-Tunes 
The official video, filmed by Scubazoo and accompanied by the music of 
Oceanlounge Records, shows Dolphins in their natural habitat. It has been 
downloadable at I-Tunes since September 2007 for a low cost. 
 
World Animal Day in Portugal 
In October 2007, the Municipality of Peniche 
brought together conservation bodies to 
promote dolphin conservation in Portugal. A 
scientific audience was invited to attend 
workshops on dolphins to learn about current 
cetacean studies, whale watching and the 
reintroduction of marine mammals in Portugal. 
The Municipality of Peniche has been working 
on rescuing stranded cetaceans. Research and 
conservation bodies, municipalities and 
universities are marking the Year of the Dolphin 
on Children’s Day, Nature Conservation Day, 
World Animal Day and the International Year 
of Planet Earth. Ongoing educational activities 
on marine mammals’ biology and history 
supported by various municipalities as well as 
scuba diving projects have raised major interest 
in dolphins. Courses and lectures on the 
conservation of dolphins in Portugal were held 
to raise awareness. The Year of the Dolphin has 
prompted numerous educational programs that 
are being carried out in cooperation with 
schools and city halls across the country. 
  
World Children’s Day 
With the support of many schools of the area and their 3-5 years old pupils, Peniche’s 
Veterinarian and YoD supporter Ana Vieira da Silva collected a series of drawings, 
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paintings and other works made by the children. These pieces of art focussed on 
sustainable fisheries, protection of dolphins and the impact of global warming on their 
lives. They were exhibited on Children’s Day during a big party given by the 
Municipality of Peniche with music, clowns, singers, sea tales, face painting, and 
many fun games.  
 
North Africa launch 
Year of the Dolphin was officially launched in North Africa during a workshop by the 
Marevivo Environmental Association (www.marevivo.it) in Tunis on “Fisheries and 
Mediterranean Marine Biodiversity”. Representatives from numerous countries 
around the Mediterranean Sea listened to a presentation on the role of migratory 
species in marine ecosystems and the relevance of fisheries as a threat to marine 
mammals. Explaining the objectives and activities of the campaign, CMS also 
provided copies of the outreach material to delegates. 
 
Exhibitions  
Pictures of dolphins taken by Artist Elke Ritschel around the Canary Islands were 
exhibited in well-frequented locations (Frankfurt Airport and Bonn’s City Hall) and  
the National Park House in Lower Saxony hosted an ASCOBANS exhibition as well 
as one focussing on the YoD. Alongside the exhibitions, information materials on the 
YoD and CMS were offered and info banners displayed. 
 
Sailors for Dolphins 
French skipper Philippe Naudin initiated the project 
‘Sailors for Dolphins’ and linked the world’s most 
famous races to the Year of the Dolphin campaign. 
This is a unique initiative where world-class sailors fly 
the official campaign flag while sailing on the world’s 
seas.  
Sailors for Dolphins were involved in at least three major races: the Transat 6.50, the 
race Les Sables-Madeira-Les Sables and “Record SNSM” between Saint Nazaire and 
Saint Malo. The organizers of Record SNSM work for the protection of stranded 
cetaceans. With their support of the campaign, Sailors for Dolphins create a link to 
dolphins, which are know to have saved men who were in distress at sea. There was 
also joint press work of CMS with the organizers of the Sailors for Dolphins 
initiative. 
 
YoD launch at conference in Panama 
At the regional conference in Panama, with representatives from 22 countries of the 
region and numerous NGOs present, the YoD was presented. Several countries 
announced their intention to join CMS on this occasion. A workshop with Latin 
American and Caribbean Countries, aimed at negotiating an agreement for the 
regional conservation of marine mammals, will take place in 2008 or 2009. 
 
TUI donation allocated to projects 
Funds raised by travel company TUI through the sale of various promotional articles 
were donated to the YoD in January 2008 and will be used to finance dolphin 
conservation projects. One of them is a sightings project by the German Society for 
the Conservation of Marine Mammals (GSM), which integrates leisure boaters into 
the observation process and aims at providing estimates of Harbour Porpoise densities 
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for the Baltic Sea. The other major recipient of the funds will be the follow-up 
conference to the Western African Talks on Cetaceans and their Habitats (WATCH), 
to take place in Bonn in 2008. 
 
Dolphin Fund raises funds for YoD 
The Dolphin Fund, a Netherlands-
based Charity for the conservation of 
dolphins, held several highly 
successful fundraising events in 2007. 
The ambassadors and supporters of the 
Dolphin Fund include a number of 
famous personalities such as 
Portuguese singer Christina Branco, 
Prince Laurent of Belgium and several 
senior Belgian and Dutch politicians. 
The sum donated to the YoD by the 
Dolphin Fund in 2007 comes to approximately 9000 Euros.  
 
Website 
Last but not least, the YoD-website has been a big success, totalling more than 6 
million hits in 2007. It offers news and press releases on YoD events, various 
downloadable publications, links to a number of other involved bodies and a “virtual 
sea” featuring children’s drawings. It also encompasses substantial scientific 
information on all dolphin species, e.g. their ranges, preferred habitats and remaining 
population numbers.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


